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In 1995 Governor decided to sue  
tobacco companies
Originally developed as a result to 
recover Medicaid expenses for 
smoking-related diseases.
13.1 billion (estimated) over 25 years

• Established $200 million pilot program

• Tobacco Free Partnerships in each 
county

• SWAT (Students Working Against 
Tobacco)
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Creating or Enhancing 
Community Partnerships

Youth Component

Chronic Disease 
Component
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To recreate the previous 
relationships of the partnership and 
increase membership.  This 
campaign will help in the efforts to: 

Prevent the initiation of tobacco use 
among youth, 

Protect individuals from 
environmental tobacco smoke, 

Reduce/eliminate disparities in 
tobacco use among minority 
populations
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• In Florida,  smoking kills more people 
than alcohol, AIDS, car crashes, illegal 
drugs, murders and suicides COMBINED . 

• Each year in Florida 26,300 kids under 18 
become new daily smokers

• 28,700 adults in Florida die each year 
from their own smoking

• 28.8 million packs of cigarettes are 
bought or smoked by kids each year in 
Florida

• Young adults (18 to 24) smoke at higher 
levels than any other age group
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• Hookah (a.k.a. water pipe)

– Growing popularity w/ college age

• Flavored tobaccos
– Cigarettes, cigars, hookah, smokeless, 

etc..

• Snus
– Fine cut smokeless product, designed 

with SHS laws in mind - “when you can’t 
smoke…”

• PREPs
– Potentially Reduced 

Exposure Products
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They increased spending on improving their 
corporate  image

But they are…


